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"This is probably how we should construe the attention Herodotus
devotes to speculation about the source of the Nile, as well as the attempt by
Psammetighus to identify the oldest of people, a project that also entailed
investigation into the origins of language. | iﬁf[ﬁ‘iﬂfb e #ﬁjiﬁfﬁﬁ?,—ﬂ fiY
SR %«%‘ﬁ ER o T Investigation ;) =7 {3 By > FA Py
BERLFSIE S W HRE - — IAIIRE 8t 1 B SR e oL gl - P
=7 T ---investigation into the origins of language. | J%lﬁzj‘ M FURERLR
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AN [’*‘jgﬁi%&ﬁfﬁauw F‘EJF'UEI%Z » I ---in part a message to his fellow
Greeks that their smug belief in the originality of their own culture was greatly
exaggerated. | X W 948 3 A WESIE - 191 A I POERE
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" Herodotus suggests that many practices claimed by the Greeks as their
own were actually borrowed from the Egyptians. , #E5E~ * F L% L ey
Hie ‘E’ﬁ’ﬁ?%‘f"r‘i?fé‘é'ﬁﬁjﬂ U PR %:Iﬂ SR TR LR g - B
E'de@g”t hLp b [l

--Herodotus’  characteristic curiosity-++ iﬁl’[ﬁ' ONE ﬁ o

I..-about the customs of non-Greek people and about questions of cultural
transmission. ; * Pk > FY HRLBUBEEAVIAL > PRI (R [T o
ST PIFEERL A T A SR - e e
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277 E T ---Herodotus seems too trusting of his native informants, many
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of the stories he relates here and elsewhere show the hesitance of the oral
historian to place too much faith in any one source. {35} L PR £ FfE
%R Eﬁj%@ » BRI Eﬂ’fl’??, » PIEE L2 YR f{?‘ W gy
o 0 EREATERE  SERT Pt AR IR ([
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" He is often sharply analytical ; f#729{% > ' ---in his discussion of the
“doves” who served as priestesses at the shrine of Zeus at Dodona. ; HI[215t
Eli LT e (=2 > WIPTE - IR o fap SR Y S
ffiic > T --foreign women who seemed like birds ;> ﬁf[m R~ BRI -
I ..-thumb his nose at tradition, as in his refusal to participate in the culturally
prescribed reverence for Homer as a historical source. | f9¥f— E{EiGk > &
Rl B o BRLE T 5 [ 5] Helen » [NEL PP [ 1 i prs o #54T o
" ---since the Trojans would surely have returned Helen to avoid the war if
she had been theirs to give. |
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the Egyptians, before Psammetichus became king, they assumed that they were
the very first people who ever existed. ; [’FEJ@F%I’% ML Ry~ F'l
Psammetichus #5852 & » PIRFRI ORI A o FELEH P R
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B ek ?@[H\ 7 ?EHE 94 1T believe that all men know the same
things about gods, whatever they call them. ;" ---the Egyptians were the first of
all mankind to discover the year, dividing the scasons into the twelve parts
which make it up. ; 1= F iR F A ST ER T 5] - iﬁﬂé’ l'*'ﬁ*”JE“ﬂﬁ%ﬂ
B

776 Frays B o ;%?Uf%%ﬁ@ﬁﬂ@ ° ?Hiﬁﬂ = d o fIpy
EPRLRL IR e 2 BERLET R o SR TR R Tlgﬁgﬁa{?'[ﬁﬁ[?ﬁ
E| A > Tl Herodotus r— &5k = ﬁlﬁ o f i~ F > T When you travel
up from Heliopolis, you will find Egypt to be narrow. ; RFIRFF e 1F A5 -
i ORU - SRR R T R

Ul*‘ﬂ%ﬁi& (P R SE LR R g i Tﬁrﬁiﬁpu ° P‘ﬁﬁ
wt Greeks » FYRL — [ﬁ SN HJF[ N4 ?pl/;aqu:];[: Greeks ° E',’ZFEJ i~
o oS PEEIE Ty AR AT B PIRIE) S
PRRIF (A - S [F’ﬁ%ﬁf*‘@ﬂfﬁ? Wil (FRLF9I2 | RS, > A9 E
= [ ESAYTTE

7T EIs e — B ﬁ I Now far from Egypt, a gulf of the so-called Red
Sea penetrates into Arabian territory--+ ; | -1 will now describe how long and
narrow it is. | ﬁ%'#'ﬁl’[ﬁ{f‘?ﬁfmihﬁ'ﬁ&ﬁ* o E'}’fﬂ%ﬁﬂ%?ﬂﬁﬁb o T
believe that Egypt was once a gulf just like this, -+ 75! I believe ZJ™ " T
fidfe ZS {70 o T ---one side entering from the North Sea into Ethiopia,
and on the other, bearing from the south into Syria, and almost boring their
way through to each other at their innermost reaches, ** | o+ iﬁﬁ’”i} Hi—- =
I -

78 F1aTZ B E’k%ﬁ%“‘ﬂ’ﬁ "Now, I believe these statements about
Egypt and those who make them, and I myself am firmly convinced that they
are so, because I have seen Egypt projecting from the surrounding terrain, and
shells appearing on mountains capped with brine:-* | iﬁf[ﬁ*fﬁ HRLPHIE I

o PR o FF I Ji*akugffiﬁ' » R o f A
B - T Vg %'Z?%"Ex[ﬁ} L ST T Y E L S
e 25 M 572 B FIRESTD S > T What this meant was that if the god ever
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stopped raining on them and started bringing drought instead, the Greeks
would be gripped by famine, because they really have no other recourse to
water whatever except what they get from the god. ; %= * ffi 57 o

79 FIFEE] Delta » = £ 9V » & - I[ﬁ'fﬁllﬁru " the theory of the lonians ;| °
]}BFIIH[[_{ 'Efﬁp R I R s lﬂj?fgiﬁl'”@ TN S ‘]ﬂlﬂ
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80 B! - BRI B o sl IR SR IRV R B B g
[ =TT was especially eager to learn this from them---; f9felpsse i ~ 3.7
AR El@'[‘ﬁ% o [ﬁJFEB FE7ST= = > T'T was unable to find out about these
things from any of the Egyptians when I asked them what it was about the Nile
that made it behave the opposite of all other rivers. ; £ /i i pLE (o3
TMFEFT— B B T TH*‘“%t Ao P i R ELRLT i S
fi = AR ﬁmww RO » S FIB JW{E?’ fi?fﬂ,,{ :
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82 FIh plgﬁu KR FOYVRIEE o 53 = FEEFIRE - T As to the sources of the
Nile, none of the Egyptians, Libyans, or Greeks who discussed it with me
claimed to know what they were,-++ |J< ¢ E| ;DAF_ ---except the scribe at the
holy treasury of Athena in the Egyptian city of Sais- but I thought he was
playing a jock on me when he said that he knew for sure. ; |~ {fa * fIPL
R VR PR A l”jqu BT LIRS TR LA
S O %ﬁ&lf‘ﬁlﬁ\?’[ L Z2erk] o T 82 FIFIREST= i7" ---as an eyewitness
as far as Elephant City, and beyond this point by asking questions and listening
carefully | lﬁi]*ﬂ*f PRI F'J]}I'F“j [l Greeks > SRE S HE S

AR RR - IRkl asking questions and listening carefully ; #fFF
e ?ﬁﬁﬂ ;

83 F! i’ﬂf@‘i%’iﬁ* B8 ’5 IRE HEEIREE © 75 (T RS
ZBEHe i~ 7 > T --the Ethiopians have learned Egyptian ways and become
more civilized. | %T']FEIESTEE IEED ] > b S PR M Py .
[fll*,j{ﬁ?’ﬁsuﬁz]ﬁru M AYERERYE F 15T s BESRIL =g ??ilﬁ s [F
3 yj [FI FUd (=R o

84 FI57= F& > After the Nasamonians arrived, they were asked whether



o

o
(-

RGeS e

they had anything to add to the general knowledge about the Libyan desert. |7
o P9I the Libyan desert » PV il fo 97 e JFéj% o PRIy
BRI Tl HF R R chief YT [ TRE B [l AR
P o » PR BT 5 AT B Ister 3 IO -

85 FI37= B¢ » ' Now, the Ister flows through populated territory and is
known by many people, whereas no one 1s able to say anything about the
source of the Nile, "+ | 13? N FRE(I R POYRA o £ 'Jr’ﬁ)g‘? PRET S
e~ FFI (=R AUy o T have said as much about its flow as I could
ascertain after the most extensive inquiries. | {4 &5 T/ B9 TRR] - [HEFL2
BRETEE - B PRI S Jrk?ypﬂﬁ“m?"flm L G
MRS - B = FReT+ 5 > T ---the priests of the gods wear their hair
long, but in Egypt they shave their heads. | ﬂ?} E}I?ﬁ' RPESZ > Bk & U
3 S BRRLE iU 5 51
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88 F1 > 75 FIELRLA=E 2 ~ #1 oT o Heracles wanted very
much to see Zeus, who did not wish to be seen by him. ; Heracles V% %]
Zeus > Ti'kL Zeus T AEREPIEZ] o

89 FIa7— % » T ---] was eager to get a clear understanding of these
matters from the people who know them best, I even sailed as far as
Phoenician Tyre-+- ; Z5 (& £ MH 1 ﬁj‘ W o ST~ FEET- 7 5 T The
Greeks say a great many things that do not stand up to scrutiny. | ?l’ | e

%E"UEJ*'I‘?? FIHZJ,‘T@ ~MpAm R e [l FEEYH [Tt seems to me that the

Greeks who say this have no experience whatever of the character and customs
of the Egyptians. | “FI/ TN R S e

I HRE R o R -

91 FI > " ---I absolutely deny any mere coincidence between the rites for
this god in Egypt and those among the Greeks. If that were the case, they

would be indigenous to the Greeks and not recently introduced. | E“Efﬁ‘?ﬂﬁ';ﬁﬁ%

iﬁ@S";’/FEJEI@%K'%E‘???l'é%fﬁ[fﬁm/Ez“?_’ I%F}I?JFT?{ flpl— :fr’SF’ﬁ o M
—~ EEyELE > 57~ 5 > T ---all the name of the gods came into Greece from
Egypt. I have made inquiries and found that they came from barbarian lands,

but I believe that they come from Egypt above all. | ?l’ ﬂ%{ﬁlfﬁ@ L2 Rl
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barbarian > {EHs = BIEELIE Baypt & o Iﬁ'fiiﬁﬁ?ﬁ b AR Y
barbarian kL & £+ Egypt - g Rl E 4 [ EUEAE - P8 M
IR - EI"E g’vﬁ‘m" » Z['% Herodotus £LY[IffF 2. £ rﬂﬁb@vﬂ'*’ -
92 FI57=F > - -the subject of oracles, the Egyptians have this story to
tell about the one in Greece and one in Libya. | E&iﬁ[’"ﬁg‘ Z[| oracles fHHEL > v
PIZS M I A e = [Jffmﬁﬁﬁwﬁif‘”ﬂ’f’?g fyaT— % ’Eyﬂ EE > Ty PR
F1L75 Greece 55 ©
Z]95 1> |ﬂj§§£ﬂ~ g Pr 57 = o f Ff‘k::ﬂ ~ELo" ---are their customs
when it comes to animals. ; FIF[EFURL » BT FEPI%’B“#F,I%N ﬁﬁ‘[‘ﬁ*ﬁl ’
YR pﬂ’ﬁm xﬂffﬂﬂiiﬁﬁi j’ﬂ['ﬁﬁ'JuFdi o "' Both male and
female Egyptians are appointed as keepers to care for each different kind of
animal,-++ ; f&'liﬁ}\:FEJﬁF’igiﬁ*J?"ﬁ (it ’ﬁ;ﬁﬁ&ﬁ’ %’”W‘éﬁ_” L% o FRyo1-
Fglﬂgim v/% > T In any home where a cat dies a natural death, all the
residents shave off their eyebrows only, -+ fBUF RIS iﬁﬂil J: ’
e[ l‘?ﬁ FHrfo VR e T ---but where a dog dies, they shave the
whole body mdudlng the head. ; JfUg=HIRIBET - fold®! = Sppu= R
i Crocodile kL X HIIFY R P pEL EIGJ%E'J [ o
96 F! > " The crocodiles are sacred to some of the Egyptians, but not to
others, -~y FVPIRLE [ FHZHRY o R TRITHE P -
97 F183= =] sacred bird '8 H' ~ sacred snakes fiZHFVEL » SBE
P ’lfjgﬂ.; EE IR ﬁfkjd“jtzﬁm IJF’J?;}PE o
98 F! > " So much for the subject of sacred animals. ; |~ 2 IHAVED
Pro p'l— > T The Egyptians who live in Egypt’ s farmland have the most
practiced memories of any people in the world, and have more tales to tell by
far than anyone else I have ever questioned. | iﬁ?ﬁ' bl ETRL SN EGE B
mﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁfm@“ Iﬁ‘?z'lg'r ° xﬂH' CLEEPURL - PHRE 2R et
Tl {1 ey o PP sk > BT PP Ujﬁ B o
9 FI N I%?Ui% ’ LHFH]:WE%’?UW U o T Ea R st  u e
A R EL T BRY o
101 F187= " Egyptians avoid adopting Greek customs and, in general,
the customs of any other people whatever. ; ¥If%® * RLFRA - T ohfe
509 RO - B R B O - BN ppe -
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&% 107 F1 > " But the fact is that the Trojans did not have Helen to give
back,--- ;| Helen T Efiﬁ » I -+-and that Greeks did not believe them when they
told the truth. ; f ﬂ[’ﬁﬁﬁﬂ\ﬁ‘fﬁiﬁfﬁﬂﬁﬁf o "Because—and I’ m now
declaring my own theory —the gods arranged things so that the Trojans,
through their total annihilation, would make it perfectly clear to all
mankind-- ;" g R VR > L2 FIOFRRE (L > T
mankind that great wrongs bring great retributions from the gods. This 1s said
n keeping with my own beliefs. |
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